
Senator Morahan
Room 848 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247

Senator Marcellino, Chair, Senate Environmental Conservation Committee
Room 509, Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247

Dear Senators Morahan and Marcellino -

Sincerely,
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I am writing to voice my strong support for the en+ifuental Access to li ,,nceudftt
(S.5182). The bill will restore the legislative intent offfib,;,,Bfate Envirorunent#xQuality
Review Act (SEQRA) by allowing all New Yoikers,to bfifi$'::a clilim wh'bn they allege an
injury based on SEQRA. Its companion,b;ltt{r,A t+iii;fiWas pd$ffifn ttr;,4$$embly.
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ln 1975, SEQRA was heralded as ar$f$.ionarV'fi#a-e.,,,,oflegislation"qm&*fted to protect New
York's water, land and air. The lawffi.$l$.s"r fair:fid sensible rules to regulate
environmental analysis when governmhdtiiffi'ilties nndffie, approve, or fund projects
that may have a signifiru_1.f*1,.f#ct on ffis*,1trffi$u?,p*enil.:ii";.:-,.i"'
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Since the law's enactment, h6*veVcfi;+variq couftuu{ht€rpretations have severely limited
concerned citizens' ability to ffitengeijii$H€RA ddEisions. The courts have effectively
ruled that in ora€tu:f-sra case to be'&nsideiEd*$ra plaintiff must a "special harm" test for
standing. This spei6ial,ffi_,gry.1.test requiftb, thpl the plaintiff assert that he or she will suffer
an injurythat is difffteit'ffil.W,or degr '.'from the injury that will be suffered by the
pub l i, **s.fliltffi - a di ffi g,!Ik;n icliirnp- o s'S ib l e, s tand ard to me et.

Mosf'recently, Save the Pine Bush has been denied access to the courts through this
becafi$e'l$h. ,ffiffiffied thit,,we failed the "spe,cial hqrm" test. TPERS:ONAL
Ti'IIOUGHTS:ON,:THnl:CAsE>tit''ttttt>t>tttl
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I urge you to'ftql*y',,p#ffu attention to the Environmental Access to Justice Act and
ensure its passageff the 2008 legislative session. Without your help, citizens throughout
the state will be locked out of the courthouses and unable to challenge projects that could
harm our environment.
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